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Meeting Minutes 
Commissioners’ Meeting - Lake Helen Protection & Rehabilitation District 

Date:  Thursday Sep 19, 2024 
Time:  12 noon  
Location: via Zoom  
 
Commissioners Present:  Bill Pingel, Glen Bersie, Kara Boghossian, Justin Ehlenbeck, Jeff Rasmussen, Ray Reser 
Guests:  Tracy Arnold, Scott Provost 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Bill Pingel at 12:02pm. 
 
 
❖ PRIORITY PROJECTS TO REVIEW WITH DNR 

➢ EWM CONTROL          
▪ EWM status & control plans for balance of 2024      
▪ 2024 summary:  Justin shared we hit things hard and early on (May and June) for quality and clarity 

of the water.   

− 3 events with aquatic plant management 

 36, 33, and 45 bags removed 

− Spring GPS mapping done early May 

− Volunteer events 

 6 events 

 15+ 5 gallon pails full/event 

− Summary:  Strong efforts, but we are not keeping up.  It is a losing battle. 

 Deep waters 

 We need to consider something more/else such as chemical treatment. 

− 2 chemical treatments in the past.  2014 and 2020. 

 Need to determine if it is the right thing to do and if it is financially possible. 

− The last chemical treatment in 2020 wiped out too many weeds.  Good and bad. 

 It was too warm last time (the water warmed up) so that took out more native plants than 
we wanted to. 

 You will always have some native damage.  

− Plant survey - Done in 2019 by Golden Sands.  And again in 2021 by Golden Sands. 
▪ How many acres of milfoil are out there right now?  16-17 acres  average water depth 7-8 feet 

− This would require a whole lake treatment.  (whole lake is 90 acres.  7% is the threshold) 

− Quote:  ProcellaCOR $24,000 (chemical cost would go up over time) 

− Send quote: ProcellaCOR $35,000 

− 2, 4-D $9,000 
▪ Two options pros and cons: 

− ProcellaCOR: new drug on the market.  Highly selective 

 We have found out it is not as selective as they say it is.   

 It is expensive. 

 We don’t have a lot of data on this 

 EPA has approved acute lethal doses.  We don’t know what happens 2-3 years out. 

 Scott Provost’s opinion is it is not any better than 2, 4-D 

 Application has been sloppy and overdosed. 
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 Michelle Nault DNR knows a lot!  Talk to her to learn more. 
➢ Michelle.nault@wisconsin.gov 

− 2, 4-D 

 Has been around for decades 

 Has been studied a lot! 

 Have not found information about why this is bad. 

 This is sprayed on our food crops all the time. 

− Scott Provost recommends 2, 4-D 
▪ When should we do this? 
▪ Financial coverage 

− Scott Provost stated that we are not likely to get a grant for ProcellaCor. 
▪ Plan to move forward with 2, 4-D 
▪ Add another DASH in years 2 & 3. 

 
➢ EWM Grant for 2025-2027         

▪ Preliminary application submitted Sep 15 
▪ Final application due in November 
▪ Kara Boghossian motioned to authorize Justin Ehlenbeck (Lake Management Coordinator) and Glen 

Bersie (Treasurer) to proceed with the path as listed in the authorized resolution form.  Motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

➢ Proposed Alum treatment for the encapsulation of the lake for the control of Blue Green Algae – 
feasibility study 
▪ Measurement by the culvert on the old bar property.  4.6 for total phosphorous.  Should be 0.3 or 

less.  This over 100 times higher.   
▪ High levels of Phosphorous (the spark) and nitrogen (the fuel) are the cause. 
▪ Aluminum (baseball glove) binds with the phosphorous (the ball). 
▪ Alum seals it. 
▪ Might take 20 years before you have to worry about it again. 
▪ Alum treatment is expensive.  You will need an implementation grant.  This will cost ~$250,000.   
▪ We need a study to learn how much alum we need to use.   
▪ The treatment is broken up over 3 years usually.  Lake Helen is very small, so this may be done in 1 

– 2 treatments. 
▪ Plan must be done first.  Plan costs about $8,200 (we will need to cover 30% of the cost.) 

− You can get an advancement on the grant money.   

− New budget starts in May 

− Action:  Glen will run some numbers, then we will review at the next meeting. 

 University of Wisconsin - Stout 
Center for Limnological Research and Rehabilitation 
Menomonie, Wisconsin 54751 
715-338-4395 
jamesw@uwstout.edu 

− If we need to amend the budget, then we will need to call a special meeting.   
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− We could pay in increments.      
▪ Timing of the study – next spring (2025) after ice out 
▪ Preliminary grant application submitted Sep 15 
▪ Final application due in November 

 
➢ 2, 4-D treatment and alum treatment need to be spaced out.   

 
Ray left the meeting at approximately 1:05PM 
Kara had to leave the meeting at approximately 1:05PM 
 
Scott said that in the long term we need to work with Portage County and the Town of Alban to assess the impact of 
water flowing from the watershed that is on the other side of Highway 49 into the wetland and toward the lake.  It will 
be necessary to measure the elevation changes between 49 and the Lake Helen Road culvert.  Tracy mentioned that the 
County does have tools to measure the elevations.  
 

• Authorization Resolution to be approved, signed, and submitted with final application 
Glen moved that we officially approve the Authorization Resolution as written for the surface water 
planning grant to study potential alum treatment.  Seconded by Jeff.  Passed unanimously by the four 
Commissioners still present.  

 
 

❖ Schedule next meeting 
A second meeting is needed to finish discussion of all of the items on the agenda.  Bill will send out and 
email to the group to determine availability. Glen will review the budget and potential timing of the initial 
payments for the alum study versus the current budget.  The meeting will follow the completion of Glen’s 
analysis.  

 

❖ Adjournment 
Glen motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Justin.  Unanimous approval. Meeting adjourned at 1:21 pm 

 

 
 
 

 


